
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- September 1 4 ,  1966 

Appeal No. 8899 J. B. Martin,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
September 20, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- N ~ v .  23, 1966 

ORDERED: 

That t h e  appea l  f o r  a va r i ance  from t h e  p rov i s ions  of 
Sec t ion  3301 r e q u i r i n g  900 square  f e e t  pe r  u n i t  i n  convers ion 
of b u i l d i n g  i n t o  3-uni t  apartment a t  127 - 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  SE., l o t  
51, square  788, be gran ted .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) A p p e l l a n t ' s  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-4 Distr ict .  

(2)  The s u b j e c t  l o t  has  a  f r o n t a g e  of 14 f e e t  on 4 th  S t r e e t  
and a  depth  of 90 f e e t .  The l o t  c o n t a i n s  approximately 1,280 
square  f e e t .  

(3 )  The l o t  i s  improved wi th  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  r o w  
dwel l ing  wi th  basement. 

(4) Appel lant  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  been used as 
a  f o u r  (4)  u n i t  apar tment  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  yea r s  or  more 
wi thout  an occupancy permit .  

(5)  Appel lan t  proposes t o  use t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  t h r e e  u n i t  
apar tment ,  one u n i t  comprising t h e  basement and t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
and one u n i t  being on each of t h e  o t h e r  t w o  f l o o r s .  

(6 )  The s i z e  of t h e  l o t  i s  less than  r equ i r ed  by t h e  Zoning 
Regulat ions  i n  t h e  R-4 Dis t r ic t ,  which r e q u i r e s  2,700 square  f e e t  
of l and  i n  o r d e r  t o  conve r t  t o  t h r e e  apartment u n i t s .  

( 7 )  N o  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  appea l  w a s  r e g i s -  
t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing .  The C a p i t o l  H i l l  Southeas t  C i t i z e n s  
Assoc ia t ion  and t h e  Cap i to l  H i l l  Res to ra t ion  S o c i e t y  f a v o r  t h e  
g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appeal .  The Cap i to l  H i l l  Community Council ,  Inc .  
opposes t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appeal .  



OPINION : 

W e  are of t h e  opinion t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  proved a  hardship  
wi th in  t h e  meaning of t h e  var iance  c l a u s e  of t h e  Regulat ions  and 
t h a t  a  d e n i a l  of t h e  r e q u e s t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  and excep- 
t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hardship  upon t h e  owner. 

W e  a r e  f u r t h e r  of t h e  opin ion  t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  
can be granted without  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r iment  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good 
and wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair ing t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and 
i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p lan  a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  
and Map. 

Reference i s  made t o  the  Opinion of t h e  Board forming p a r t  
of t h e  Order i n  Appeal No. 8631 f o r  a  s ta tement  of t h e  reasons 
of t h e  Board f o r  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  and s i m i l a r  appeals .  


